The Solar System

Although the sun is not one of the biggest stars, it is by
far the most important to us here on Earth. This is
because it provides us with both heat and light. Without
the sun, life as we know it on Earth would not exist.

The solar system consists of the sun, the planets and

their moons, the asteroids, and other small objects such . ¥ p e
as comets and meteors.

The planets are nine bodies that circle the sun. Planets appear fo move about the sky,

whereas the stars seem always to be in the same relafive positions. This is how they came
to be called planets, from a Greek word meaning ‘wanderer'.

The nine planets, in outward order from the sun are: Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter,
Saturn, Uranus, Neptune and Pluto. The first four planets are comparatively small. There is a
large gap between Mars and Jupiter, and in this gap are the asteroids, or minor planets, -
which are a large number of very small bodies. Jupiter, Saturn, Neptur € qr;dug % ‘
called the maijor planets because of their great size.  sbiletlc i ot

It was once believed that the Earth was the centre of the
astronomer named Nicolaus Copernicus (14 /
around the sun.
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